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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Verizon’s ’Check Into Literacy’ Program to Support The Pittsburgh Project
June 24, 2009
Pittsburgh, Pa. – The Pittsburgh Project, a youth-serving agency on Pittsburgh’s North Side, has received a $3,500 grant from Verizon’s ‘Check Into Literacy’ program to support literacy education among urban young people.  The funding will support The Pittsburgh Project’s afterschool programs for 160 students in grades K-8.

“We’re very thankful for Verizon’s support of our work with kids,” said Executive Director Elizabeth Rosemeyer. “This grant will help us serve students individually and get them reading outside of school with confidence.”

The ‘Check Into Literacy’ initiative allows Verizon’s landline telephone customers to indicate on their monthly phone bills that they wish to make a $1 tax-deductible donation to promote literacy.  Verizon then distributes these donations to local literacy organizations, such as The Pittsburgh Project.
Through this grant, The Pittsburgh Project will recruit and deploy over 100 volunteer tutors to assist students with homework, as well as provide supplementary academic help with reading and math.  Students will benefit from partnerships with Reading Is Fundamental, Beginning With Books, and the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, as well.

“A dollar a month may not seem like much, but it can go a long way toward improving literacy skills in local communities and giving people the opportunity to succeed,” said William B. Carnahan, Vice President-External Affairs, Verizon Pennsylvania.  “We are delighted that The Pittsburgh Project’s program will benefit through the generosity of our customers.”  
“The afterschool hours are strategic for engaging young people in positive, creative activities that are fun and relational, but still build on what they’ve done that day in class,” said Rosemeyer.  “Strong reading skills open doors for students’ long-term academic success.  Verizon’s generosity will strengthen our time with students and move them closer to realizing their potential.”

About The Pittsburgh Project

The Pittsburgh Project is a nonprofit community development organization with a 24-year track record of developing leaders and serving the city’s most vulnerable residents.  Its year-round staff of 57 operate a progressive series of afterschool and summer programs for 350 urban young people, deploy over 2800 people annually to perform free home repairs for Pittsburgh’s in-need elderly homeowners, and spearhead economic development and job-training efforts on Pittsburgh’s North Side.  Its affairs are managed by a 14-member board of directors, and an independent financial audit of its $2.9 million budget is completed annually.  For more information, visit www.pittsburghproject.org.
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