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I.	INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY


	Bell Atlantic� hereby submits its Comparably Efficient Interconnection (“CEI”) Plan to offer Intranet Management Service (“IMS”).  Intranet service provides a customer with the capability to store information on a remote or on-premises database and provide secure Internet-like access to that database to a limited number of authorized users, such as to employees of a company.  Bell Atlantic’s proposed service will provide, on a customized basis, the specific hardware, software, and expertise needed to enable the customer to establish an intranet network meeting that customer’s specific needs.  If desired, Bell Atlantic will also encrypt the data to provide additional security.  As shown below, Bell Atlantic’s proposed service complies fully with the Commission’s CEI requirements.





�
II.	DESCRIPTION OF SERVICE


	Businesses establish intranet networks to simplify intra-company messaging and to provide a secure environment for the sharing of corporate data and information across multiple, geographically dispersed Local Area Networks (“LANs”).  Bell Atlantic’s IMS will offer a variety of enhanced computer based applications which will facilitate the establishment and management of customized intranet networks.  The market demand for network inter-connectivity is growing and has attracted many types of service providers, including systems integrators, value added resellers, network integrators, and interexchange carriers.  While Bell Atlantic will attempt to distinguish its IMS from competing offerings, there is no lack of competitors in this growing segment of the market.  The advantage that Bell Atlantic hopes to offer customers is the option of using shared servers and other equipment on Bell Atlantic’s premises in order to eliminate or minimize the need for customers to invest in dedicated premises equipment.  This Bell Atlantic equipment will store information provided by the customer and provide secure access to that information by authorized users.  Bell Atlantic will provide the needed screening and, if desired, encryption, to ensure that access remains secure.  


	Depending on specific customer needs, Bell Atlantic will own, manage, monitor, operate and/or provide access to intranet related LAN-based routers and servers.  Bell Atlantic’s IMS will offer customers the ability to store and update information on servers located on Bell Atlantic premises.  Alternatively, customers may, if they choose, store and maintain the intranet information on servers located on their own premises.  In either event, Bell Atlantic will maintain a database of authorized users (e.g., employees with intranet access) and their identification numbers.  Based upon the customer’s instructions, Bell Atlantic will screen and authorize access to the intranet for all calls coming from remote locations.  If desired, Bell Atlantic’s IMS will also provide screening and authorization for connections from within the customer’s existing LAN.  Bell Atlantic will perform a database lookup of the identification number provided and either clear or block the call.  If it is cleared, Bell Atlantic will also provide the intranet server with information that instructs it to provide the particular user with access to all or only certain portions of the intranet information.  In this way, the customer may maintain some information that is available to all employees, while other portions of the intranet database may be accessed only by various subsets of employees.  If the call is blocked, Bell Atlantic will, at the customer’s option, send either an instruction to the user to re-enter the identification number or a notification that the connection cannot be completed.  The customer will provide Bell Atlantic with the text of the message that is sent.


	The information will be provided to the user in an Internet-like format, with a series of screens, menus, and, potentially, hyperlinks.  IMS does not, however, provide Internet connectivity.  Customers would need to subscribe separately to Internet access service through a provider of choice.


	If the customer desires, Bell Atlantic will also provide an encryption service for all or any part of the intranet database.  This service will provide an additional level of security by limiting effective use of the data to only those employees who have terminals with the appropriate algorithms to receive and translate data that use the particular encryption parameters.


	The proposed service will utilize Internet protocol and standards, such as Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol, to establish and manage a customer’s intranet network and associated intranet applications.  LAN-based routers and servers will be configured to provide the necessary security, addressing, and domain-level name-to-address conversion functionality to give the seamless, intranet-wide access in a manner which meets the customer’s specific requirements.  Geographically separate LANs would be interconnected via telecommunications services purchased directly by the customer� or by Bell Atlantic.� 


	The two principal enhanced services that Bell Atlantic will offer as part of IMS are database hosting and remote access services.





Intranet Database Hosting Service


	Bell Atlantic will provide the capability for IMS customers to utilize Bell Atlantic’s servers to house customer-owned and controlled text, image, video, and audio information on behalf of the customer for the purpose of sharing such information among authorized users, usually employees of the customer.  The information in these databases will be exclusively provided by the customer, and Bell Atlantic’s role will simply be to load it onto its server and update the content with information that the customer provides.�  These servers may be dedicated to one customer or shared between customers, as resources and circumstances warrant, but, if shared, they will be partitioned so that each customer’s database will be accessible only by users authorized by that customer.





�
Remote Access Services


	IMS will provide a secure dial-up access capability where authorized users who may be temporarily or permanently located away from the customer’s premises, such as telecommuters and business travelers, would be able to access their company’s intranet database remotely.  Using personal computers, authorized users would be able to dial into a remote access node on Bell Atlantic’s premises using a standard seven or ten-digit number.�  Bell Atlantic will then validate the password using IMS validation and security software based on the customer-provided parameters and security requirements.  Once validated, the call would be routed to the remote access node associated with the customer’s intranet LAN and over that LAN to the intranet database.�


 


	Figure One provides an overview of the service architecture for Bell Atlantic’s proposed IMS offering.  Appendix A lists the Bell Atlantic tariffed services that may be used by Bell Atlantic to provide IMS.  All of these services have been offered under generally-available tariffs in the respective jurisdictions for a number of years.


	


�
III.	COMPLIANCE WITH CEI PARAMETERS


	This section describes how Bell Atlantic’s proposed IMS offering will meet the Commission's CEI requirements.�


	A.	Interface Functionality


	The equipment that will be used for IMS will not be integrated with Bell Atlantic telephone network equipment.  Depending on the application, IMS equipment may or may not be physically located in Bell Atlantic’s network switching centers.  In either event, connections between the enhanced service equipment and the network will be at full tariffed rates, with no discount or reduction on account of the proximity to the network equipment.  IMS equipment will be interconnected to the network using the same existing standard interfaces and tariffed transmission offerings that are available on the same terms and conditions to all competitors of Bell Atlantic’s proposed IMS.�  All competitors can, therefore, connect their equipment to the telephone network through identical standard hardware and software interfaces and access arrangements associated with existing tariffed basic services.


	In the event Bell Atlantic uses any new basic services to provide IMS, Bell Atlantic will offer such services under tariff and include them in an amendment to this plan.  If not already tariffed, Bell Atlantic will make the services available to competitors for testing at least 90 days before they are used for IMS.


	B.	Unbundling of Basic Services


	All basic services and functions that will be used by Bell Atlantic’s IMS are already unbundled to the extent that they are functionally useful to competitors and end users.  They represent the minimum set of network functions that are required for connectivity to the network.  All basic services that Bell Atlantic will use are under tariff.  Bell Atlantic will not use any network functions for its IMS that are not generally available under the same terms and conditions.


	C.	Resale


	Bell Atlantic will procure CEI elements at the same generally-available tariffed rates, terms and conditions as are available to competitors, add the enhanced capabilities, and resell the resulting enhanced service to customers on an unregulated basis.


	D.	Technical Characteristics


	Interconnection to Bell Atlantic’s IMS offerings and to competitors’ offerings  will be available through the same standard network interfaces.


	E.	Installation, Maintenance, and Repair


	The procedures for ordering, installing, maintaining, and repairing underlying basic services will be identical for affiliated and unaffiliated information service providers.  These procedures, which have been approved by the Commission, are designed to preclude discrimination in response or intervals for these functions.�


	F.	End User Access


	Bell Atlantic’s IMS subscribers will use the same tariffed services that are available to any other user, and all service features and options available under tariff for Bell Atlantic IMS are available to all other users under the same rates, terms and conditions.


	G.	CEI Availability


	In providing IMS, Bell Atlantic will use only tariffed network services that are available under the same rates, terms, and conditions and at the same time to its competitors.


	H.	Recipients of CEI


	The basic services Bell Atlantic will use to provide IMS are offered under existing tariffs to competitors and to end users.  Bell Atlantic will not restrict the availability of CEI services to any particular class of customer or enhanced service competitor.


	I.	Minimization of Transport Costs 


	The Commission held that this CEI condition is satisfied where, as here, affiliated and unaffiliated enhanced service providers are charged the same rates for underlying basic services.�





IV.	COMPLIANCE WITH NONSTRUCTURAL SAFEGUARDS


	Bell Atlantic will fully comply with other nonstructural safeguards that the Commission has adopted to ensure nondiscriminatory treatment and to prevent cross-subsidization.  These safeguards include: (a) nondiscrimination in installation and maintenance, (b) protection of customer proprietary network information, (c) allocation of joint and common costs, and (d) disclosure of network interconnection information.  Bell Atlantic has complied, and will continue to comply fully, with the existing, and any revised, requirements regarding these nonstructural safeguards, including additional or modified requirements established in the Telecommunications Act of 1996.





�
V.	CONCLUSION


	For the reasons stated, the Commission should expeditiously approve Bell Atlantic’s plan to provide comparably efficient interconnection to competitors of its proposed Intranet Management Service.
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�
								Appendix A





Underlying Basic Services








Bell Atlantic will use the following underlying basic services in the provision of IMS:





Private Line Services





Interstate - F.C.C. No. 1, Section 7, 16, 19, 23, 26, 31, 68, and 80


New York Telephone Company - P.S.C. - No. 900, - Telephone Section 12 and 21


MA - D.P.U. - No. 10, Part C and No. 15, Section 7	


VT - P.S.B. - - No. 20, Part C and No. 23, Section 7


ME - P.U.C. - No. 15, Part C and No. 17, Section 7	


RI - P.U.C. - 15, Part C and No. 17, Section 7	


NHPUC - No. 77, Part C	


DE - P.S.C. 1 - Part 1, Section 36  


MD - P.S.C. – No. 203, 204


NJ - B.P.U. No. 2 


PA - P.U.C. – No. 304  


VA - P.S.C. – No. 203, 204


WV - P.S.C. – No. 203, 204


DC - P.S.C. – No. 203, 204





Switched Multi-Megabit Data Service (SMDS)





DC - P.S.C. - D.C. No. 203, Section 15


DE - Service is classified as “discretionary” and not tariffed under Delaware law.


MD - P.S.C. - Md. No. 203, Section 15


PA - Pa. P.U.C. No. 1, Section 20F


VA - S.C.C. - Va. No. 203, Section 15


WV - P.S.C. No. 203, Section 15


Interstate - F.C.C. No. 1, Sections 7 & 16





Frame Relay Service





Interstate - F.C.C. No. 1, Section 17 & 31


New York Telephone Company - P.S.C. - No. 900, - Telephone Section 21


ME - P.U.C. - No. 15, Part C	


MA - D.P.U. - No. 10, Part C	


NHPUC - No. 77, Part C	


RI - P.U.C. - No. 15, Part C	


VT - P.S.B. - No. 20, Part C	


DC - P.S.C. - D.C. No. 203, Section 15B


MD - P.S.C. - Md. No. 203, Section 15B


PA - Pa. P.U.C. No. 1, Section 20G


VA - S.C.C. - Va. No. 203, Section 15B


WV - P.S.C. W.Va. No. 203, Section 15B


Interstate - F.C.C. No. 1, Sections 7 & 16





Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN)





     A. Basic Rate Interface





New York Telephone Company - P.S.C. - No. 900, - Telephone Section 2 & 21


ME - P.U.C. - No. 15, Part M	


MA - D.P.U. - No. 10, Part M	


NHPUC - No. 77, Part M


RI - P.U.C. - No. 15, Part M	


VT - P.S.B. - No. 20, Part M 


DC - P.S.C. - D.C. No. 203, Section 14A


DE - P.S.C. - Del. No. 1, Section 10A


MD - P.S.C. - Md. No. 203, Section 14A


NJ - B.P.U. - N.J. No. 2, Section A5


PA - Pa. P.U.C. No. 1, Section 21E


VA - S.C.C. - Va. No. 203, Section 14A


WV - P.S.C. W.Va. No. 203, Section 14A





     B. Primary Rate Interface





New York Telephone Company - P.S.C. - No. 900, - Telephone Section 21


ME - P.U.C. - No. 15, Part M


MA - D.P.U. - No. 10, Part M	


NHPUC - No. 77, Part M


RI - P.U.C. - No. 15, Part M	


VT - P.S.B. - No. 20, Part M


DC - P.S.C. - D.C. No. 203, Section 14


DE - P.S.C. - Del. No. 1, Section 10B


MD - P.S.C. - Md. No. 203, Section 14


NJ - B.P.U. - N.J. No. 2, Section A5


PA - Pa. P.U.C. No. 1, Section 21D


VA - S.C.C. - Va. No. 203, Section 14


	WV - P.S.C. W.Va. No. 203, Section 14





�	The Bell Atlantic telephone companies (“Bell Atlantic”) are Bell Atlantic-Delaware.; Bell Atlantic-Maryland, Inc.; Bell Atlantic-New Jersey, Inc.;  Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc.; Bell Atlantic-Virginia, Inc.;  Bell Atlantic-Washington, D.C., Inc.;  Bell Atlantic-West Virginia, Inc., New York Telephone Company and New England Telephone and Telegraph Company.


� 	A customer could also use the Internet to facilitate communication between LANs.


� 	Prior to obtaining approval to offer in-region interLATA telecommunication services in any particular state, Bell Atlantic would purchase only intraLATA telecommunications services.  Upon specific instruction, however, Bell Atlantic would arrange for a particular interLATA service from a customer-designated interexchange carrier on behalf of that customer.


�    This download and updating may be done remotely over telecommunications facilities subscribed to by the customer or by Bell Atlantic.  Any interLATA call into the intranet that originates in a state where Bell Atlantic provides local telephone service will be transmitted over an interexchange carrier.  Until it obtains in-region interLATA relief, Bell Atlantic will have no role in selecting the interexchange carrier for such calls.


�    Users dialing into the intranet from outside the LATA would use an interexchange carrier selected by the user to reach the LATA where the access node is located.  The customer may choose to subscribe to a toll-free number for this purpose.


� 	Bell Atlantic may use a third party contractor to offer certain components of IMS.  Bell Atlantic recognizes that the use of a third party to perform some of the enhanced service functions does not relieve it of its CEI obligations.


�	See Amendment of Section 64.702 of the Commission's Rules and Regulations (Third Computer Inquiry), Report and Order, 104 F.C.C.2d 958, (( 154-66 (1986).


�	See Appendix A.


�	See Filing and Review of Open Network Architecture Plans, 4 FCC Rcd 1, (( 467-73 (1988).


�	Amendment of Section 64.702 of the Commission's Rules and Regulations (Third Computer Inquiry), Phase II Reconsideration Order, 3 FCC Rcd 1150,  (( 32-34 (1988).
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